MEET THE
~ champion

learnt to sail the Hoble 16 at
home in Australia and after 10 years
became world champion. He's also won
the biggest cat race in the world - the 2001
edition of Round Texel - racing a Hobie
Tiger Formula 18. So who better to ask
why the Hobie 16 has become a classic.

‘When cid you startsaiing the Hoble 167
Firsttme was when | was 15 n 1992. |

when i became very much pert-tme.

1s the Hobie 16 relevant to modern cats’
Yo telin it o i mey
ses. | had
mﬂed anymmq el
Europe. Perhaps the reason why my
Fanon o Fmia 18 wee ot e had
o1 dic on the

good old 16,

ome people rate the Hobie 16 as 2
R s
twas designed a whil ago, fo sure. But
things you learn from & 16 you
rlate o any cat class. Anyone who says
the 16 s a dinosaur o a terble boat
probably saif a rvalclass, or has tried to
Sall he Hobie 18, thought t would be a
push-over and faec.

Vcrewed on a 16 at a local Sunday club
race (I never crew!) in Perth in January,
saling with a 17-year-old guy who was.
Justback from the Aussie nationas. We

had a great time in 30-plus degress
(Celsius of course) with 20 knots of wind
and Jute bal, I stl s an

awesome reaching machinel

‘The Hobie 16 can have nasty habits,

Just wath a Torado raoe and you il
nototelac of ackingtat goes o
oat s sow 1 tack, but
bocass 10cking psed 350 Tuoh
Sower than & stagh ne A 16 8 a e
Jower to tack, but when don correcl

having a quick crow, and the Hobie 16
‘oosn't forward capsize any more than a
Formuia 15

What are the best ways to make &

Hoble 16 gt
Alays sail with 160 much horse-power.
Lot o ersion nd i of marabest
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