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The music returms ss4ur fmstralidn r:rl'!.hhur'- stretch (heir
measuring trpe from pudder wudder Their toc- mnl:ﬂ._"l."n L
thetre chechang and changing rhwig harien lension, masl T
anal trap heighd, we're gotting @ crasth comme b whio doed wihat
ol the et On the eve of thes 120 lcam woeld champlonship,
vualifier, the wirmbasl my Hobwe 16 experienor s a two- hosr crew
ing taiorial 3 month earlier. My skipper, Peter, has 50 minisics on
a Hobwe-16, though he does have plenty of ot experienac

“You guwTl do fine” wys Dan Mangus. Hobie Cat Companys
marketing director, whose joby for the werld champaonship is
asaini o the beach boat rovigiione ||.lh'|!l iven us & "jouarnad-
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cach point. ~5tay wpright, don't kit any
one, and most of all, have fun™

Mangus' encouragement allows an
ounce «f hope to sneak inbo our pryche as
we el peady b go-—who koo, mayke
we will des fine Rat some final uncosicded
wirdis from ane of 1he Hobie factory
teamn members and beach-traffic con-
trodlers, |acquies Bernier, brings us hack bo
reality: "You guys are screwed” he sy
with sheepish grin, "t good heck.”

Soon, a megaphone horn moans over
the PA system and the factory team re
leases, in near-ungle file, 60 new Hobie
Cat-supplied lés from the beach (no
e gets (o leave early ). With a balmy,
15-knot sideshore breese, it'i a guidk, 5
minute tight reach to the racecourie,
where the northeasterly wind heaps
steep, Y- foot waves as it hlows sgains a
fast -mowing. northbsound Gulf Siream.

When we reach the starting bine, miog
tearm are dering the normal pre-race mow-
tine: geiting kine sights, saibing wpwind,
etc. Mot u, “Let’s go upwind,” | meggest.
“Wie have to ai beast figure oud how o tack
thii thing ™

“We're nal gokng amwhiere, savs Peier,
“We're going 1o hang here and wait, | just
want b stay ol of cveryones way and get
a poosd starl. We'll learmn as we ga”

Wait we do, and as signal flags go up
and down, we'ne hovering on the start
line with huge gaps above and below.

"Ten soonds. We're booking good "

*Hiwa fur off the line are we?™ Peter asks.

"It doesa't matier. Everyone’s going,
Put e bow demem, Let's go,”

At that mormend, 1 boat behind reaches
into the gap below s at high speed and
[-homes the closest boat 1o leeward, its
bariers plding up the trampaline and plow
ing inio Lhe unsuspecting crew, Thai boat
rifoueiies inboe s, chaos ensues, and
we'te instanily mlled. By the time we gei
going. we're w0 deep i laughable, MNatu
rally, we do the irrational thing and clear
oul on port tack, heading the opposite
way of nearly the entire fleet.

Peter eventually stumides his way oul
on the wire after sorting out the tangled
muess of mainshest and traveler (2 pob 1
later learn bs mine) and we'ne blasting
along in a groove, the leewand bow liienk,
klunk, klunking through the waves, the
wrather hull occasional dipping Into
wave ciesls. |o the hack of my mind, |
swear off hiking forewer,

We're a good 70 pounds heavier than
the 16's combaned competitive weight, s
with the bows “presied” in the windy
conditions we'ne powened up and reeling

s

in one team in front of us, and paning
one below, But the fantasy emnls when |
take a wave in the forwand shoulder andd
bump my highly unbalanced partaer. CHf
he goes, 1urn!:|-'|rr||f| aoff the back the boat,
dragging between the hulls by his trap
wire. 1y the et of many “tea bags™ 1o
comme. o that race alone, wr alw capseze
twice—oude in 8 dramatic upwind pitch
pode, which luckily no one witnessed.

By the tirme we reach the second weath
er mark of our four-leg affair, race win-
mers, Jublano Viana and Cemes Sebastisn,
sre already sittinmg ander & |1.1|Jrr.| ree re-

capping the race with their Brazilian

teammates. Bl 1hnu-u|h sume miracle
we e pot DFL; other tearmis are bebund us
and officials on the weather mark boat
give oi ouit place (516 ) and send s bo the
berach. 11's a hard one to swallow: in our
fersa M0 mimintes of Hobse |6 racing, we've
been beaien and cuirgght humiisied by
what we mistakenly thought was a sim-
ple, clunky, 30-year-old beach car,

Willer and his team move racen ewiftly
throwgh the rotation, and we banely have
timie 1o handage our wosinds before we'ne
en roule o the racecoume again, Now the
breeze is up to 20 knots and we psych
vurelves up by agrecing aloud that we'll
'hump it up & aotch.” Bul l|'||n|_|- get
worse (o hurry, We capilze belore we
reach the counee, we get stisch in prom &l
the start—an excructatingly alow experi-
ence I a catamaran—aid we even man-
age to add 8 capsiee-to-turtle o our list.
We're dog slow downwind, end by the
time we reach the second leeward mark,
we graciously bow out and spectate as
race keaders Roblie Lovig ated Glen Do
flas, of Aostralia, hot on our Iransosm,

turn the corner and head apwind with
embarrassing case. Someloes | feels bt -
ier b retive than o be lapped.

Later. as we drown our embarrassrmeni
with sell-serve Corona at the swim-up
bar at the unofficial Hobwe Worlds Poal,
more than a few legitimate competitarn
comifirm ouir claim that the Holde 16 s o
sisy cad. True, it oy ot be the speedies
twin-hulled racer going, but in 15 1w 20
knots and waves, it demands a1 much
ikill, inesse, and athletsciem ai any recre
athonnal car. At this world champlonship,
mast of the 267 tearms kave all of the right

stull and more. The word aroond the

poal is that this is the best fleet of 16
sailors the class has ever assembled. We
muay be way out of our league. bat ad beast
it & uajor league.

What's alio amaxing is there are
mote—[ots more—who never made i
here. in 15 open world champlonships
over 28 years, organizers had necver closed
registration, bui three manths oul, sy
Doug Skidmore, Hobie Cat Company’'s
president, organieers were lurming coem-
petitors away. "1 don't know what it is;”
says Skidmaore, unable 1o explabn why the
class is 3o bealthy internationally, “ban
whatever it i, @' been infections™

The most likely source of infection
is the people themeelves. With a com-
petitive combined crewweight of 285
pounds. there’s an sbundance of youth
teams, family leams, women's leama,
and co-ed combinations ipanning
acroas the age range—all athletic and
imcredibly fil. (Six of the top- 10 teams
i thida year"s Worlds had lemale crews. )
Consequently, the after-racing wene b
miore wocially balanced than any esos-
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terone-laden hI!-'I'ma:I !jﬂ'll;‘"n! ciovid Iid
ever dieam of,

It abso helps that the 37-year-old oom-
pany recently renewed its commitment
to the chass, making a number of plypsical
impravements (o the boat |stronger,
laminated ruddesy, o betier jib-car sy
tem, and upgrades in the hull construc-
tewny process | They've even begun mar-
keting it for the first time in 3 vears,
designating 2004 as “The Year of the 16.°
They've stepped in to provide charier
baats for the Worlds, this summer’s
Morth Americans, and US SAILING's
LS, Multihull Championship (for the
Hobie Alter Cup). Hobie's Enropean
billder wupplied |6 (with retrofil asym-
metric spinmaken} to last juby's Interna.
thisaal Sailing Federation Youth Waorld
Championships in [uly. The attention
from Hobie, and the injection of new,
improved boats, is like sdding tinder 1o
coals; the 16% fire (s roan g and sailors
are being drawn io s heat,

Wihatewer the reasons, the 16 revival
coilidin’t have happened st 2 belier ime—
the vear of the Cancun Worldw, when 37-
vear-old Hobie 16 fanstic Alberto “Bein”
Pance, (rom Progress, Mesics, would
throw the bigggent and most sophisticased
regain ihe class had ever seen.

“When we put in the bid in 2007
[Worlds are bienndal cvenis], we wid wel
da il onmce and we'll do e rl!;hl,' FFTT)
Ponce, whose family has ties 1o many of
Mexico's largest Companies, '"";j'“""li”l
Caoca-Cala, the event's title BIER BRE
- IR b6 @ conafilTy struggling 1o be bel-
ber every time. So my famdly and | wanted
far shorwr we are capable of gread things.”

It was & monumental undertaking, 1o
the tune of 250,000, When Hurricane
Iradors destroyed the ariginal ate in his
homeiown of Frogreso, Last (all, Ponce
murved the event 1o the Riviera Maya, a
niewly developed srretch ol coastline an
hour’s drive south of Cancun. He broughi
in earth movers from his constroction
egipincal fontal company fo lengihen
thie resne § Existing beach by one-third of
i mile, replanted & dozen coconul trees,
and even talked the owners of the | 000
room all-incusive resort (o drange their
wnfl drink selecthon from Pepsi 1o Color,

In addition 1o Volkewagen, Cummins
Diesel, and Bancomer | Mexioo's largest
hank), Ponce scores with Telemex, Mexi
co's kirgest selecommunications comparny,
anad Dhelll, which prowides 35 computers for
the ahwaya bustling wireless Worlds Inter
net Cale. He lias a professional video ieam
documenting the entire bwo-week alfais

from the water and the air, and on the
beach, iop salesmen froom Ponce’s aompa-
nbes windl boing howins al the Hobbe Worlds
Stowe, hawking T-shirs and regatta mem-
arabilia, and even manning the refresh
micnl sand, restocking icelwones with f(ree
e crearm bars, wader, and sofl drinks, Addd
to this, @ team of D]s on the beach amd
three epic nighttime parties, o masuive
dtage. a Uushan dance troupe, sl food and
drink spreads copious enough o fuel a
small Mexicin arery. This b Poence’s party,
and representaiives of the 2006 South
Alrican Worlds upn!h' admit B will b a

toriggh, i mot wnpossibbe, act o ollow,

het maime camiiiol be said for

our act on the water. The

second day of our pathetic

attermpd b make the wemi

finads v ot much different

from our fre. Suffice it w
sy, wor dbon't maalee the “cut”™ thanks io the
215 points we accumulate after four
racei. Viana and Schastian, winmers of the
qualifying meuned, rack ap only 11 points,
li's the end of the road for us, bot 46
teami advance to the three-day semis ta
g0 wp againal 65 pre-secded teama ihat
have qualified by winnbng thelr national
of regional champlonships. Only &1
advance to the three-day finals, and all
scoes from flse semis Carry over.

A bow tarmout &t the reon’s ondy dison,
which doesn’t open antil 10 p.m., & con
vincing evidence that the game b much
mioee serbous now, The tall and lean 27
year-akd defending workd champion Gavin
Calbry, of Aostralia. is the oddi-on Grarite,
but teams from England, France,
Venersela, Puerio Rico, Tahitd, Figl, Brazil,
South Africa, Gerriaiy, Cuateiisala, Mex
oo, Metherlands, laly, Greece, Sweden,
Ausstria, Spain, and the United Arab Emi
rades and many others are all gunning for
him. Heswever, the pair Calby mis waich
oui for in particalar s 18-year-old Asel
Sy amd 19-year-old Pauline jupin, nom
Cauadeloupe, runners-up (rom the windy
Youth Worlds preceding the qualifiers.

Ai the ond of ihe six-race semis, Colby
and crew Simone Mattficld are second
behind fellow Australians Andrew Keag
and Maomi Angwin. Lurking i thind are
Salvy amd Jupan, “Auel and Paulsne are in
credibly smart,” wys their coach Clasde
Thedier, who finished second in the 2000
Worlds. " They have siudied all the 1op
guys and have devebaped their mem seyle
For them., speed s not a problem.”

Thelier knoves his disciples well: in ithe
semis, their worsi finish b a tenih and

everything else i iop five. Then, in the §i-
nals, the young pair from Guadeboupe hit
their stride, winning the opening race
with a hH:th- lead. They re followed
scroma the line by youth workd champions
berinmie Legal and Vai Delevaua, of France,
and Colby and Maiifield sail iheir wors
faie yei=—da 13, Sibvy and Jupin continue
i extend their overall lead race by race,
wiruning three masre, imcluding the final
race. After 14 races, they've acoamulsted
anly 51 paoests tn Colby's | 26

Ad Sebvy and lupin lead the parade from
thee finiah line 1o the beach, o srmall crowd
migraies o the waier's edge and then
parts to clear a path as they drive their cal
clear up on the beach from s 10-knod
beam resch. When it comes 1o g dead
siop, Salvy conlly wteps ofl the boat, the
vounges! Hobie |6 world ..'h.l.mpwn yet

Eds. Note: Winmers of the oiher fitdes
wiry Women's [ T8 boats l—Pameln and
Martha Nerlega, of Mexico; Masters and
{rrarufmusters | 58 boapts L— Tews Croriee s
Siomame Moyrresl, of Cermany, The top LS
_f.lmlﬁrr [T lerrn Fomals | 208k | wa
Hulne Alfer’s som Jeif, sailimg vierbh bein [
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